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General Season Overview

It was a fantastic year in the garden, with its own set of challenges and accomplishments.

Since there was no garden manager on site last summer due to the pandemic, weeds had become

completely overgrown. Thus, I spent much time weeding and reviving the beds at the beginning

of the growing season. Many Dining Services employees also aided in weeding, which was

hugely helpful and a great way to strengthen our connection and relationship. Unfortunately, the

excessive weeding caused crops to go into the ground later than usual. Additionally, the weather

throughout June and July was generally cool and rainy. These conditions were pleasant to work

in but proved challenging for the crops. Many, like peppers and tomatoes, took longer to ripen or

were disrupted by the heavy rainfall. On the bright side, this meant I only had to water twice the

entire summer. We never even set up the watering tape.

Despite these difficulties, we had many successes. We experimented with okra for the

first time, and it did surprisingly well. I also harvested immense amounts of kale throughout the

growing season. To keep the beds maintained and minimize weeding in the future, we put down

row covers in the walking spaces. We also built a raised bed to upkeep an area of the garden that

had become overgrown. Pests were not a problem, despite Japanese Beetles, which a few traps

easily remedied.

The Northwood Stewards and I enjoyed organizing activities in the garden with Camp

Northwoods at the end of the summer. Not many people stayed on campus over the summer, but

work parties began attracting volunteers in the fall. I particularly enjoyed the events, such as the

movie screening at the garden and the Harvest Dinner. In addition, I loved learning more about

the food from the Chefs and seeing the ways they prepared the garden produce.
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○ The first round of carrots planted in early May didn’t take
○ I was successful with a second try at intermingling baby carrot seeds in mid-June.
○ They did take quite a long time to grow. I would suggest planting more carrots in

general and a variety of species in June.

● Chard
○ The rainbow swiss chard was beautiful but not very bountiful due to bugs leaving

many holes
○ I would recommend trying to cut more giant leaves more often to allow the plant

to grow bigger and bushier

● Corn
○ The corn was successful and tall! In general, the popping corn species did the

best.
○ I tried my best to follow traditional Native American practices of planting the

three sisters (corn, beans, squash) in circles in the permaculture plot. I found it
difficult to discern the plants and weeds from another; however, I enjoyed this
learning process.

● Cucumber
○ They proliferated due to the heavy rainfall
○ The plant became a yellowish color which I learned was due to erratic rainfall
○ I would suggest doing regular checks for ripe cucumbers because I found many

when they were too big and inedible

● Currents & Gooseberries
○ These were a gift from Ella’s (the garden manager two years ago) mom.
○ I’ll admit, they became a bit forgotten and neglected in the business of all the

other more significant crops. Please give them some extra love and attention!

● Eggplant
○ We planted Fairy Tale eggplant this season which I highly recommend for the

future! They are a beautiful purple color and quite tiny and cute.
○ I waited until they were at least 3-4 inches to harvest
○ Many ripened all at once, so typically yielded few but large harvests.

● Flowers
○ None of the poppy seeds sprouted.
○ The morning glories were gorgeous. I recommend collecting seeds at the end of

the season! They are a great gift.
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○ The snapdragons bloomed very late but were a fantastic pop of color in the colder
months!

○ The nasturtium was also lovely! I learned that they are edible but didn’t get to
experiment with them. Maybe inquire if the Dining Hall is interested.

● Fruit Trees
○ The apple and pear trees need more branch support and regular weeding around

the base.
○ The Pawpaw trees look great but aren’t producing fruit.
○ I got more information about them from a dear work party volunteer named

Rimmele and his mother: “Pawpaws are, with a few exceptions self-infertile.
They need pollen from another variety of Pawpaw. If you plant two Pawpaws but
they are grafts of the same variety they will not pollinate each other. The problem
with Pawpaws is that they are pollinated by flies and beatles which don’t get
around very well so pollination and thus fruit set can be poor. Hand pollinatim娀䬀䰅倅瀄쀄老က

https://www.wilsonbrosgardens.com/pollination-of-paw-paw-trees.htm
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○ I recommend keeping the chives under control so the other herbs can flourish a bit
more!

● Kale
○ I planted a mix of Dinosaur and Curly Kale which both did ridiculously well
○ They were incredibly robust, fruitful, and hearty and yielded SO much produce
○ The kale was one of the first crops to bloom, grew very tall, and was one of the

last crops to die
○ By far, the most passerby's asked was what the "palm-tree" looking plant was

● Lettuce
○ The lettuce did very well in such a rainy season. We had some large harvests!
○ from the heads, mixed, and washed well
○ Each variety was beautiful and did great! My personal favorite was the Joker

lettuce.

● Okra
○ I would say this first run was a success! There was a lot of okra.
○ DHall only wanted large quantities of them, and the crop ripened in small waves

so it took a couple of weeks to get a volume worth anything to DHall. They don’t
usually have it in stock, so it’s not something they can really fold into regular
recipes easily.

○ The okra was either taken home by volunteers or most of it was saved, blanched,
and frozen for later use at the Harvest Dinner.

○ The okra curry at the Harvest Dinner, served with pita bread, was a fan favorite.
Shout out Chef Ben!

● Peas (Sugar Snap)
○ The peas are arduous to trellis and maintain. They had to be trained to the

trellising very frequently
○ The plants get intermingled and grow all over each other. It's a scavenger hunt to

find peas, have fun!
○ An animal, likely rabbits, ate some of the peas when they were just growing and

still short.

● Peppers
○ The peppers were quite bountiful, and one of the crops that really shone in

September when students returned
○ They stayed green for a long time this year before they turned beautiful shades of

yellow, orange, and red
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Tomatoes $6.50/lb

Tomatoes
(Green) $3.00/lb

Zucchini $2.00/lb
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● Feel f


