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SKIDMORE COLLEGE HONORS FORUM 

DŝƐƐŝŽŶ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ 
Skidmore College is a small, highly selective liberal arts college that fosters academic inquiry and creative 
thought and expression. Honors Forum promotes these goals.  Skidmore founded the Honors Forum in 1997 
as an inclusive community of highly motivated students who have promise to become student leaders and 
globally informed citizens. Our goal is to encourage students to take ownership of their academic and co-
curricular education and to reflect meaningfully on their personal and professional goals. The Honors Forum 
invites all first and second-year students with a 3.5 GPA to apply to the Forum. 
  
Honors Forum introduces extraordinary rigor into academic programs as students consider complex 
questions and examine sophisticated materials.  Honors Forum students develop what we refer to as “the 
life of the mind” by working alongside their faculty on research projects in labs, at field sites, in libraries, 
and in studios, often helping to shape the curriculum with which they engage.  The Forum promotes and 
supports student-organized co-curricular activities (e.g. lectures and panel discussions) and leadership and 
civic engagement opportunities where students guide fellow peers, faculty, and staff within the Skidmore 
community and beyond.  We also encourage all students at Skidmore College to take an Honors course, add-
on, or independent study to become invested in a community of scholars and leaders. 
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HONORS FORUM PROVIDES TALENTED,





My advice is that while you’re at Skidmore, take classes that interest and excite you throughout your four years—not 
just when you’re fulfilling your liberal arts requirements.  This may sound straightforward, but I think it can be easy to 
get caught up in requirements or classes you feel you “should” take.  I love English and history, but while I was at 
Skidmore, I found myself unexpectedly interested in psychology classes.  These classes didn’t count towards my major or 
minor, but they inspired me to think in new ways and enhanced my overall college experience.   

Has creative thought mattered in your career? How so? 

Absolutely!  Whether I’m planning out an entire unit or a short-term project, it’s so important for me to be as creative 
and purposeful as possible.  Creativity leads to student engagement.  When students are engaged, they put in the most 
effort and show the most academic growth.  As an educator, it’s my responsibility to foster creativity in my students, 
which means t





Research in the life sciences is often repetitive.



I have lately become more involved in my local, state, and national professional organizations. This involvement could lead to some 
leadership positions with regard to planning professional development conferences, helping coordinate regional music festivals, 
conducting festival ensembles, and presenting workshops to other music teachers. I am also working on a certificate in a particular 
teaching approach called the Kodály Concept. I have also been asked to conduct an All-City ensemble. In the future, I could work 
toward becoming a music supervisor/administrator or a teacher-educator; I could also work on a PhD or EdD in Music Education and 
do research on music learning and/or ethnomusicology. 
 




