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Introduction:	
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conversations.	
  A	
  third	
  of	
  our	
  nation’s	
  kindergartners	
  are	
  predicted	
  to	
  develop	
  type	
  2	
  

diabetes	
  in	
  their	
  lifetime,	
  and	
  on	
  the	
  same	
  note,	
  a	
  third	
  of	
  climate	
  change	
  is	
  attributed	
  to	
  

the	
  way	
  we	
  produce,	
  manufacture,	
  and	
  distribute	
  our	
  food	
  (Bradbury	
  et.	
  al.,	
  2012).	
  These	
  

statistics	
  show	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  reached	
  a	
  cultural	
  crisis,	
  and	
  the	
  food	
  system	
  must	
  change.	
  	
  

	
   Fortunately,	
  the	
  impulse	
  to	
  change	
  our	
  food	
  system	
  has	
  been	
  met	
  by	
  a	
  comg	
  tted	
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in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  today.	
  (Vilsack,	
  Clark,	
  2014).	
  Out	
  of	
  the	
  27,000	
  farmers	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  State,	
  6,400	
  

of	
  them	
  have	
  been	
  farming	
  for	
  the	
  past	
  ten	
  years	
  or	
  less	
  (Vilsack,	
  Clark,	
  2014).	
  In	
  part,	
  the	
  

intent	
  of	
  our	
  research	
  is	
  to	
  offer	
  an	
  explanation	
  for	
  this	
  recent	
  increase	
  in	
  new	
  farmers	
  in	
  

the	
  Hudson	
  Valley.	
  More	
  specifically,	
  given	
  the	
  high	
  barriers	
  to	
  entry,	
  we	
  aim	
  to	
  determine	
  

what	
  drives	
  young	
  people	
  who	
  have	
  never	
  before	
  worked	
  in	
  agriculture	
  to	
  start	
  farming	
  as	
  

a	
  new	
  career	
  choice.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Social	
  Movement:	
  

Aldon	
  Morris	
  and	
  Carol	
  McClurg	
  Mueller,	
  editors	
  of	
  Frontiers	
  in	
  Social	
  Movement	
  Theory	
  

define	
  a	
  social	
  movement	
  along	
  the	
  following	
  guidelines:	
  	
  

“social	
  movements	
  are	
  instrumentalities	
  to	
  abolish,	
  or	
  at	
  least	
  weaken,	
  structures	
  of	
  

political	
  and	
  social	
  domination…	
  they	
  draw	
  their	
  sustenance	
  not	
  from	
  the	
  enhancement	
  of	
  

present	
  satisfaction	
  but	
  from	
  a	
  long-­‐term	
  time	
  perspective	
  sustained	
  by	
  the	
  firm	
  belief	
  in	
  

the	
  coming	
  of	
  a	
  society	
  embodying	
  justice	
  and	
  democratic	
  equality	
  instead	
  of	
  the	
  here	
  and	
  

now	
  of	
  exploitation	
  and	
  denial	
  of	
  human	
  dignity”	
  (Morris	
  &	
  Mueller,	
  1992)	
  	
  

Throughout	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  States,	
  progress	
  has	
  been	
  driven	
  by	
  social	
  

movements.	
  Often	
  times	
  a	
  successful	
  social	
  movement	
  results	
  in	
  not	
  only	
  a	
  significant	
  shift	
  

in	
  cultural	
  values,	
  but	
  significant	
  political	
  and	
  economic	
  impacts	
  as	
  well.	
  Recently,	
  the	
  LGBT	
  

movement	
  achieved	
  both	
  increased	
  acceptance	
  of	
  LGBT	
  people	
  and	
  the	
  federal	
  recognition	
  

of	
  gay	
  marriage	
  in	
  a	
  Supreme	
  Court	
  decision	
  in	
  June	
  of	
  2013.	
  A	
  new	
  culture	
  of	
  acceptance	
  of	
  

the	
  LGBT	
  community	
  is	
  emerging	
  around	
  the	
  country,	
  causing	
  campaigns	
  against	
  

outwardly	
  anti-­‐gay	
  corporations	
  such	
  as	
  Chik-­‐Fil-­‐A.	
  In	
  the	
  LGBT	
  movement	
  we	
  see	
  a	
  social	
  

movement	
  that	
  is	
  working	
  to	
  shift	
  a	
  cultural	
  value	
  and	
  making	
  political	
  and	
  economic	
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review	
  will	
  work	
  to	
  better	
  explain	
  the	
  existing	
  research	
  on	
  new	
  farmers	
  and	
  social	
  

movements	
  within	
  the	
  larger	
  agricultural	
  and	
  food	
  ethics	
  community.	
  	
  

	
  

Literature	
  Review:	
  

Niewolny	
  &	
  Lillard	
  (2010)	
  explored	
  the	
  current	
  beginning	
  farmer	
  training	
  programs	
  and	
  

analyzed	
  them	
  according	
  to	
  their	
  educational	
  qualities.	
  Research	
  was	
  conducted	
  in	
  Virginia	
  

and	
  Texas	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  Extension	
  Services	
  of	
  Texas	
  A&M	
  University	
  and	
  Virginia	
  Tech.	
  

Authors	
  conducted	
  a	
  literature	
  review	
  of	
  the	
  existing	
  beginning	
  farmer	
  training	
  programs.	
  

Federal	
  support	
  for	
  beginning	
  farmer	
  programs	
  is	
  fairly	
  recent,	
  and	
  arose	
  in	
  the	
  early	
  

2000s	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  Farm	
  Security	
  and	
  Rural	
  Investment	
  Act	
  of	
  2002	
  and	
  the	
  Food,	
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related	
  to	
  either	
  direct	
  sales	
  or	
  large	
  commodity	
  farms	
  or	
  both,	
  such	
  as	
  proximity	
  to	
  an	
  

urban	
  area,	
  factors	
  associated	
  with	
  type	
  of	
  farming,	
  and	
  factors	
  associated	
  with	
  production.	
  

The	
  results	
  showed	
  that	
  between	
  1992	
  and	
  1997,	
  the	
  percentage	
  of	
  farms	
  selling	
  directly	
  to	
  

the	
  public	
  as	
  a	
  percentage	
  of	
  total	
  farms	
  rose	
  from	
  4.49	
  percent	
  to	
  4.82	
  perce
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shift	
  from	
  “medicalization	
  to	
  biomedicalization”	
  (Sigurdson,	
  2011).	
  Sigurdson	
  conducts	
  

interviews	
  with	
  farmers,	
  customers,	
  and	
  managers	
  of	
  farmers	
  markets	
  and	
  does	
  

ethnographic	
  research	
  through	
  observation	
  at	
  farmers	
  markets	
  in	
  San	
  Francisco.	
  Sigurdson	
  

finds	
  that	
  farmers	
  markets	
  meet	
  the	
  criteria	
  of	
  an	
  alternative	
  pathway,	
  partially	
  meets	
  or	
  

transcends	
  the	
  criteria	
  of	
  a	
  new	
  social	
  movement,	
  and	
  can	
  be	
  explained	
  through	
  

biomedicalization,	
  but	
  in	
  a	
  complicated,	
  nuanced	
  way.	
  

	
   Sigurdson	
  contemplates	
  the	
  alternativeness	
  of	
  the	
  farmers	
  market	
  as	
  industrial	
  

organic	
  produce	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  in	
  grocery	
  stores	
  and	
  organic	
  food	
  leaders	
  such	
  as	
  Michael	
  

Pollen	
  have	
  appeared	
  on	
  Oprah.	
  However,	
  she	
  concludes	
  that	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  challenge	
  of	
  eating	
  

strictly	
  local	
  and	
  our	
  dependence	
  on	
  food	
  imports,	
  farmers	
  markets	
  will	
  remain	
  as	
  a	
  unique	
  

space	
  for	
  food	
  purchasing.	
  Alternative	
  pathways	
  are	
  different	
  from	
  social	
  movements	
  

because	
  their	
  members	
  are	
  not	
  intentionally	
  creating	
  social	
  and	
  cultural	
  change	
  but	
  are	
  

implicitly	
  doing	
  so	
  by	
  their	
  rejection	
  of	
  globalized	
  economic	
  systems.	
  Sigurdson	
  found	
  that	
  

the	
  goals	
  of	
  farmers’	
  markets	
  participants	
  are	
  widely	
  varied.	
  Some	
  farmers	
  do	
  not	
  believe	
  

the	
  farmers	
  market	
  is	
  a	
  social	
  movement	
  but	
  just	
  a	
  way	
  to	
  get	
  by,	
  or	
  to	
  some	
  a	
  way	
  to	
  make	
  

profit	
  or	
  “real	
  money”	
  (Sigurdson,	
  2011
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cultural	
  grievances	
  and	
  issues	
  of	
  identity	
  as	
  new	
  social	
  movement	
  members	
  do,	
  or	
  if	
  they	
  

are	
  acting	
  on	
  economic	
  grievances	
  of	
  working	
  class	
  movements	
  of	
  the	
  past.	
  She	
  finds	
  that	
  

the	
  farmers	
  market	
  meets	
  the	
  criteria	
  of	
  both	
  old	
  and	
  new	
  social	
  movements	
  as	
  certain	
  

customers	
  patronize	
  farmers	
  markets	
  because	
  they	
  prefer	
  the	
  fresh,	
  organic	
  food	
  and	
  reject	
  

the	
  industrial	
  food	
  industry.	
  While	
  these	
  customers’	
  values	
  are	
  related	
  to	
  contemporary	
  

cultural	
  values,	
  they	
  have	
  economic	
  relevance	
  as	
  well.	
  It	
  seems	
  that	
  these	
  customers	
  are	
  

seeking	
  a	
  new	
  identity	
  as	
  a	
  free	
  and	
  unrestricted	
  consumer	
  with	
  the	
  option	
  to	
  buy	
  a	
  variety	
  

of	
  foods.	
  In	
  addition,	
  while	
  the	
  farmers	
  market	
  is	
  connected	
  to	
  a	
  shift	
  in	
  cultural	
  values	
  

such	
  as	
  increasing	
  food	
  security	
  for	
  the	
  lower	
  classes,	
  economic	
  restrictions	
  limit	
  the	
  full	
  

accomplishment	
  of	
  this	
  goal.	
  While	
  farmers	
  markets	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  see	
  more	
  people	
  of	
  lower	
  

economic	
  status	
  eating	
  organic	
  local	
  food,	
  they	
  fear	
  that	
  subsidies	
  for	
  organic	
  food	
  will	
  hurt	
  

the	
  livelihoods	
  of	
  small	
  farmers.	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  “farm	
  security	
  comes	
  before	
  food	
  security”	
  

(Sigurdson,	
  2011).	
  Because	
  farmers	
  markets	
  represent	
  both	
  social	
  and	
  cultural	
  goals,	
  but	
  

are	
  inextricably	
  tied	
  to	
  market-­‐based	
  economics,	
  Sigurdson	
  argues	
  that	
  farmers	
  markets	
  

exceed	
  the	
  criteria	
  of	
  new	
  social	
  movement	
  theory.	
  Lastly,	
  Sigurdson	
  investigates	
  to	
  what	
  

extent	
  farmers	
  markets	
  are	
  avenues	
  for	
  an	
  increase	
  in	
  biomedicalization.	
  Sigurdson	
  finds	
  

that	
  while	
  health	
  optimization	
  is	
  a	
  concern	
  of	
  both	
  farmers	
  and	
  customers,	
  the	
  recent	
  field	
  

of	
  biomedicalization	
  is	
  still	
  contested	
  and	
  therefore	
  biomedicalization	
  alone	
  cannot	
  explain	
  

farmers	
  markets.	
  

	
   Hendrickson	
  &	
  James	
  (2004),	
  published	
  by	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Agricultural	
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after	
  the	
  Second	
  World	
  War,	
  and	
  the	
  standardization,	
  mass	
  production,	
  and	
  specialization	
  

that	
  characterizes	
  industrial	
  farming	
  has	
  been	
  rapidly	
  progressing	
  into	
  the	
  21st	
  century.	
  

This	
  major	
  shift	
  in	
  agricultural	
  production,	
  alongside	
  other	
  external	
  pressures,	
  limits	
  what	
  

options	
  a	
  farmer	
  has	
  available	
  to	
  him	
  or	
  her.	
  The	
  current	
  economic	
  environment,	
  for	
  

instance,	
  restricts	
  the	
  abilities	
  of	
  farmers	
  to	
  adopt	
  alternative	
  production	
  practices	
  and	
  

therefore	
  creates	
  new	
  ethical	
  challenges	
  that	
  affect	
  farmer	
  decision-­‐making.	
  The	
  paper	
  

focuses	
  on	
  the	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  economic	
  pressure	
  faced	
  by	
  farmers	
  increases	
  the	
  

likelihood	
  that	
  they	
  will	
  consider	
  unethical	
  behavior	
  to	
  stay	
  afloat.	
  

	
   This	
  study	
  is	
  related	
  to	
  our	
  research	
  question	
  in	
  that	
  Hendrickson	
  and	
  James	
  focus	
  

on	
  the	
  external	
  pressures	
  that	
  farmers	
  face	
  and	
  how	
  that	
  impacts	
  farmer	
  decision-­‐making	
  

and	
  behavior.	
  The	
  social	
  aspect	
  of	
  ethical	
  versus	
  unethical	
  behavior	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  as	
  a	
  

stepping-­‐stone	
  in	
  defining	
  the	
  new	
  farmer	
  movement	
  as	
  a	
  social	
  movement.	
  We	
  assume	
  

that	
  the	
  rejection	
  of	
  industrial	
  production	
  and	
  unethical	
  behavior	
  is	
  a	
  characteristic	
  of	
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incentives.	
  These	
  farmers	
  are,	
  therefore,	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  base	
  decision	
  and	
  action	
  on	
  ethical	
  

principles	
  rather	
  than	
  economics.	
  	
  

	
   The	
  deterioration	
  of	
  farmer	
  ethics	
  that	
  emerged	
  from	
  industrialized	
  agriculture	
  has	
  

not	
  punctured	
  the	
  new	
  generation.	
  The	
  moral	
  imperative	
  to	
  have	
  livestock	
  on	
  a	
  farm	
  rather	
  

than	
  a	
  confined	
  feedlot	
  is	
  one	
  example	
  of	
  an	
  alternative	
  choice	
  that	
  characterizes	
  the	
  new	
  

farmer	
  movement	
  in	
  both	
  a	
  social	
  and	
  ethical	
  lens.	
  By	
  defining	
  the	
  new	
  farmers'	
  movement	
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conventional,	
  globalized	
  food	
  system	
  and	
  have	
  created	
  a	
  new	
  culture	
  surrounding	
  local	
  

food	
  shared	
  by	
  both	
  producer,	
  consumer,	
  and	
  in	
  turn	
  entire	
  communities.	
  

The	
  Greenhorns,	
  a	
  grassroots	
  nonprofit	
  promoting	
  agricultural	
  reform,	
  produced	
  a	
  

documentary	
  with	
  the	
  same	
  name	
  in	
  2011	
  that	
  provided	
  first	
  person	
  accounts	
  of	
  the	
  lives	
  

of	
  young	
  farmers	
  across	
  America.	
  The	
  documentary	
  offered	
  insight	
  into	
  the	
  daily	
  lives	
  and	
  

struggles	
  of	
  many	
  farmers,	
  who	
  entered	
  into	
  the	
  agricultural	
  community	
  for	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  

of	
  reasons,	
  but	
  a	
  desire	
  to	
  change	
  the	
  current	
  food	
  system	
  was	
  an	
  underlying	
  value	
  shared	
  

among	
  all:	
  “I’m	
  doing	
  the	
  best	
  that	
  I	
  can	
  to	
  live	
  honestly,	
  I’m	
  not	
  relying	
  on	
  some	
  strange	
  

economic	
  structures	
  that	
  benefit	
  some	
  and	
  hurt	
  others	
  for	
  my	
  livelihood”	
  (Fleming,	
  2011).	
  

The	
  film	
  presented	
  case	
  studies	
  of	
  farmers	
  with	
  varying	
  sized	
  farms;	
  the	
  interviews	
  ranged	
  

from	
  small-­‐scale	
  beginning	
  farmers	
  to	
  successful	
  organic	
  farmers	
  with	
  hundreds	
  of	
  acres.	
  	
  

In	
  2012,	
  the	
  same	
  nonprofit	
  group	
  released	
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Author	
  Kristin	
  Kimball	
  published	
  her	
  memoir,	
  The	
  Dirty	
  Life:	
  A	
  Memoir	
  of	
  Farming,	
  

Food,	
  and	
  Love	
  in	
  2011	
  and	
  it	
  has	
  since	
  gained	
  tremendous	
  popularity	
  amongst	
  beginning	
  

farmers.	
  Kimball	
  entered	
  the	
  organic	
  farming	
  scene	
  when	
  interviewing	
  a	
  young	
  farmer	
  as	
  a	
  

journalist	
  writing	
  a	
  story	
  on	
  young	
  farmers.	
  Kimball	
  fell	
  in	
  love	
  with	
  the	
  young	
  farmer	
  and	
  

decided	
  to	
  leave	
  behind	
  her	
  city	
  life	
  to	
  start	
  a	
  draft-­‐horse	
  powered	
  farm	
  in	
  upstate	
  New	
  

York	
  with	
  him.	
  In	
  leaving	
  behind	
  high	
  heels,	
  late	
  nights,	
  and	
  big	
  paychecks	
  for	
  early	
  

mornings,	
  dirty	
  fingernails,	
  and	
  financial	
  struggle,	
  Kimball	
  falls	
  in	
  love	
  with	
  her	
  new	
  

lifestyle	
  and	
  discovers	
  the	
  true	
  value	
  of	
  feeding	
  herself	
  and	
  her	
  community.	
  Through	
  

farming,	
  Kimball	
  learns	
  the	
  insightful	
  distinctions	
  between	
  being	
  rich	
  and	
  feeling	
  rich,	
  the	
  

latter	
  bringing	
  her	
  the	
  most	
  fulfillment.	
  Kimball	
  writes,	
  “Food,	
  a	
  Frenchman	
  once	
  told	
  me,	
  is	
  

the	
  first	
  wealth.	
  Grow	
  it	
  right,	
  and	
  you	
  feel	
  insanely	
  rich,	
  no	
  matter	
  what	
  you	
  own,”	
  and	
  “I	
  

love	
  the	
  farm	
  and	
  the	
  life	
  that	
  comes	
  with	
  it.	
  I	
  love	
  that	
  it	
  makes	
  me	
  feel	
  rich	
  even	
  though	
  

we’re	
  not”	
  (Kimball,	
  2011).	
  Kimball	
  also	
  highlights	
  the	
  rewards	
  of	
  farming	
  in	
  

deconstructing	
  the	
  conventional	
  definition	
  of	
  success.	
  She	
  writes,	
  “...we	
  were	
  already	
  a	
  

success,	
  because	
  we	
  were	
  doing	
  something	
  hard	
  and	
  it	
  was	
  something	
  that	
  mattered	
  to	
  us.	
  

You	
  don’t	
  measure	
  things	
  like	
  that	
  with	
  words	
  like	
  success	
  and	
  failure.	
  Satisfaction	
  comes	
  

from	
  trying	
  hard	
  things	
  and	
  then	
  going	
  on	
  to	
  the	
  next	
  hard	
  thing	
  regardless	
  of	
  the	
  outcome”	
  

(Kimball,	
  2011).	
  Kimball	
  explains	
  how	
  farming	
  redefines	
  wealth	
  and	
  success	
  and	
  realigns	
  

one’s	
  values	
  in	
  opposition	
  to	
  those	
  of	
  the	
  mainstream.	
  In	
  our	
  research,	
  we	
  sought	
  to	
  

investigate	
  if	
  beginning	
  farmers’	
  shared	
  a	
  similar	
  set	
  of	
  alternative	
  values	
  and	
  farmed	
  in	
  an	
  

effort	
  to	
  avoid	
  the	
  conventional	
  definitions	
  of	
  wealth	
  and	
  success.	
  	
  

“...Some	
  young	
  urbanites	
  are	
  starting	
  to	
  put	
  their	
  muscles	
  where	
  their	
  pro-­‐

environment,	
  antiglobalization	
  mouths	
  are.	
  They	
  are	
  creating	
  small-­‐scale	
  farms	
  near	
  urban	
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areas	
  hungry	
  for	
  quality	
  produce	
  and	
  willing	
  to	
  pay	
  premium,”	
  writes	
  Allen	
  Salkin	
  in	
  a	
  New	
  

York	
  Times	
  article	
  released	
  on	
  March	
  16,	
  2008	
  titled,	
  “Leaving	
  Behind	
  the	
  Trucker	
  Hat.”	
  

Salkin	
  documents	
  the	
  phenomenon	
  of	
  graduates	
  of	
  liberal	
  arts	
  colleges	
  beginning	
  organic	
  

farms	
  after	
  studying	
  the	
  perils	
  of	
  the	
  current	
  food	
  system.	
  Salkin	
  describes	
  the	
  economic	
  

opportunities	
  for	
  organic	
  farms	
  today	
  as	
  the	
  key	
  distinction	
  between	
  the	
  young	
  back-­‐to-­‐the	
  

landers	
  of	
  the	
  60s	
  and	
  the	
  practicing	
  and	
  aspiring	
  young	
  farmers	
  of	
  today	
  (Salkin,	
  2008).	
  

The	
  article	
  quotes	
  Severine	
  von	
  Tscharner	
  Fleming	
  of	
  The	
  Greenhorns	
  as	
  stating,	
  “Young	
  

farmers	
  are	
  an	
  emerging	
  social	
  movement”	
  (Salkin,	
  2008).	
  We	
  seek	
  to	
  interview	
  the	
  

demographic	
  Salkin’s	
  article	
  describes	
  and	
  understand	
  if	
  young	
  farmers	
  agree	
  with	
  the	
  

labeling	
  as	
  a	
  social	
  movement.	
  	
  

	
   David	
  Hess	
  argues	
  that	
  the	
  organic	
  food	
  movement	
  of	
  today	
  began	
  in	
  the	
  early	
  

1900s	
  and	
  represents	
  a	
  social	
  movement	
  oriented	
  toward	
  science,	
  technology,	
  health,	
  and	
  

the	
  environment	
  in	
  his	
  article	
  titled,	
  “Organic	
  Food	
  and	
  Agriculture	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.:	
  Object	
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new	
  farmers	
  have	
  access	
  or	
  influence	
  in	
  economic,	
  political	
  and	
  social	
  decision	
  making	
  (3)	
  

determine	
  the	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  new	
  farmers	
  contribute	
  to	
  or	
  express	
  a	
  collective	
  identity	
  as	
  

a	
  social	
  movement.	
  In	
  doing	
  so,	
  we	
  hope	
  to	
  answer	
  the	
  following	
  research	
  questions:	
  



	
   17	
  

Instrumentation:	
  

Our	
  team	
  of	
  three	
  conducted	
  purposive	
  and	
  snowball	
  sampling	
  using	
  semi-­‐
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years.	
  We	
  conducted	
  the	
  7	
  semi-­‐structured	
  interviews	
  and	
  recorded	
  all	
  interviews	
  using	
  a	
  

voice	
  recorder.	
  We	
  analyzed	
  the	
  interviews	
  and	
  surveys	
  by	
  looking	
  for	
  common	
  themes,	
  

ideas,	
  and	
  words	
  amongst	
  all	
  the	
  responses.	
  Given	
  the	
  variety	
  and	
  richness	
  of	
  responses,	
  

we	
  used	
  descriptive	
  narratives	
  to	
  present	
  the	
  various	
  responses	
  from	
  our	
  interviews.	
  The	
  

four	
  major	
  themes	
  that	
  emerged	
  from	
  our	
  interviews	
  and	
  surveys	
  are	
  as	
  follows:	
  	
  

1.	
  Identification	
  with	
  a	
  social	
  movement	
  	
  

2.	
  A	
  desire	
  to	
  do	
  “tangible”	
  work	
  	
  

3.	
  Farming	
  as	
  an	
  expression	
  of	
  discontentment	
  with	
  industrial	
  food	
  system	
  	
  

4.	
  New	
  farmers’	
  role	
  within	
  the	
  current	
  political	
  and	
  economic	
  system	
  	
  

	
  

Results	
  and	
  Discussion:	
  

We	
  found	
  that	
  a	
  desire	
  to	
  do	
  physical,	
  intentional	
  work	
  and	
  an	
  interest	
  in	
  producing	
  

and	
  adding	
  value	
  to	
  the	
  local	
  economy	
  are	
  the	
  main	
  motivations	
  to	
  enter	
  into	
  farming	
  as	
  a	
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Table	
  1:	
  Response	
  to	
  Survey	
  Question	
  

	
  

	
  

The	
  farmers	
  participate	
  in	
  a	
  diversity	
  of	
  markets,	
  and	
  most	
  farms	
  participate	
  in	
  a	
  

combination	
  of	
  retail	
  outlets.	
  As	
  a	
  whole,	
  78%	
  of	
  farmers	
  sell	
  their	
  produce	
  at	
  farmers	
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Table	
  2:	
  Level	
  of	
  Education	
  Attained	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

Most	
  respondents	
  have	
  been	
  farming	
  for	
  3-­‐4	
  years,	
  with	
  an	
  even	
  distribution	
  among	
  the	
  

remaining	
  respondents	
  between	
  1	
  and	
  10	
  years	
  of	
  farming	
  experience	
  (Table	
  3).	
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Identification	
  with	
  a	
  social	
  movement	
  

We	
  asked	
  both	
  interview	
  participants	
  and	
  survey	
  respondents	
  to	
  what	
  extent	
  they	
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To	
  what	
  extent	
  do	
  you	
  identify	
  with	
  a	
  larger	
  New	
  Farmer	
  Movement?	
  

Identify	
  with	
  the	
  New	
  
Farmer	
  Movement	
  

Acknowledge	
  the	
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preconceptions,	
  which	
  were	
  that	
  new	
  farmers	
  feel	
  very	
  connected	
  to	
  each	
  other,	
  and	
  seem	
  

to	
  be	
  working	
  towards	
  collective	
  social	
  change	
  to	
  the	
  industrialized	
  food	
  system.	
  	
  

	
   Although	
  some	
  farmers	
  were	
  reluctant	
  to	
  identify	
  with	
  a	
  new	
  farmer	
  movement	
  or	
  

highlight	
  specific	
  goals	
  of	
  the	
  movement	
  as	
  a	
  whole,	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  farmers	
  we	
  interviewed	
  were	
  

involved	
  (in	
  some	
  way)	
  with	
  local	
  and	
  regional	
  agricultural	
  support	
  networks.	
  It	
  is	
  

important	
  to	
  note	
  that	
  the	
  presence	
  of	
  groups	
  like	
  the	
  Greenhorns,	
  the	
  Young	
  Farmers	
  

Coalition,	
  the	
  Northeast	
  Organic	
  Farming	
  Association	
  (NOFA),	
  and	
  the	
  Collaborative	
  

Regional	
  Association	
  for	
  Farmer	
  Trainings	
  (CRAFT)	
  network	
  imply	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  network	
  

of	
  support	
  for	
  new	
  farmers.	
  While	
  the	
  motivations	
  behind	
  farming	
  are	
  varied,	
  as	
  

demonstrated	
  by	
  our	
  respondent	
  quotes,	
  farmers	
  are	
  still	
  unified	
  and	
  active	
  within	
  their	
  

support	
  networks.	
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(Gordon,	
  personal	
  communication,	
  2014)	
  
	
  

Farmers	
  cited	
  the	
  second	
  theme,	
  of	
  the	
  tangibility	
  of	
  agriculture,	
  as	
  a	
  fulfilling	
  aspect	
  

of	
  their	
  lives	
  and	
  their	
  work.	
  This	
  theme	
  became	
  apparent	
  in	
  all	
  of	
  our	
  interviews;	
  although	
  

we	
  did	
  not	
  initially	
  expect	
  the	
  physicality	
  and	
  intentionality	
  of	
  agriculture	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  

fundamental	
  result	
  of	
  our	
  research,	
  this	
  common	
  sentiment	
  was	
  shared	
  by	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  

farmers	
  we	
  interviewed.	
  Several	
  farmers	
  also	
  acknowledged	
  that	
  creating	
  value	
  physically	
  

through	
  “harvesting	
  sunlight	
  and	
  turning	
  it	
  into	
  dollars”	
  was	
  fulfilling	
  (Faith,	
  personal	
  

communication,	
  2014).	
  Faith,	
  of	
  Letterbox	
  Farm	
  Collective,	
  articulates	
  this	
  well:	
  “I	
  feel	
  like	
  

it’s	
  fulfilling	
  for	
  me	
  to	
  be	
  creating	
  value	
  and	
  also	
  filling	
  a	
  need.	
  And	
  I	
  feel	
  like	
  it’s	
  also	
  

fulfilling	
  for	
  me	
  to	
  be	
  outside,	
  in	
  the	
  world,	
  to	
  live	
  a	
  sensory	
  life”	
  (Faith,	
  personal	
  

communication,	
  2014).	
  Her	
  response	
  hints	
  both	
  at	
  the	
  satisfaction	
  that	
  stems	
  from	
  creating	
  

value	
  and	
  also	
  at	
  the	
  tangible,	
  or	
  sensory,	
  aspects	
  of	
  farming	
  as	
  meaningful.	
  	
  

	
  

Farming	
  as	
  an	
  expression	
  of	
  discontentment	
  w
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  In	
  acknowledging	
  the	
  agrarian	
  roots	
  of	
  American	
  society,	
  Ian	
  views	
  the	
  new	
  farmer	
  label	
  

as	
  invalidating	
  to	
  the	
  multitude	
  of	
  farmers	
  who	
  do	
  not	
  fall	
  under	
  the	
  Greenhorn	
  criteria.	
  It	
  

is	
  evident	
  that	
  both	
  Ian	
  and	
  Faith	
  do	
  not	
  consider	
  their	
  work	
  in	
  farming	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  

groundbreaking	
  achievement,	
  but	
  rather	
  a	
  chosen	
  career	
  path	
  stemming	
  from	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  

motivations.	
  

That	
  being	
  said,	
  Ian	
  did	
  recognize	
  that	
  his	
  choice	
  to	
  farm	
  is	
  “instinctively	
  and	
  

inherently	
  a	
  reaction	
  to	
  our	
  food	
  system”,	
  which	
  shows	
  a	
  modern	
  motivation	
  that	
  

differentiates	
  him	
  from	
  pre-­‐industrial	
  farmers.	
  While	
  Ian	
  denies	
  being	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  larger	
  

social	
  movement,	
  the	
  social	
  component	
  of	
  Ian’s	
  work	
  aligns	
  with	
  that	
  of	
  the	
  self-­‐
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values	
  would	
  be	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  constitution	
  or	
  a	
  elected	
  leader.	
  The	
  majority	
  new	
  farmers	
  

would	
  need	
  to	
  understand	
  and	
  support	
  a	
  common	
  goal.	
  Given	
  our	
  research,	
  these	
  explicit	
  

goals	
  could	
  be	
  a	
  desire	
  to	
  refocus	
  food	
  economies	
  to	
  a	
  local	
  scale.	
  The	
  New	
  Farmer	
  

Movement	
  would	
  therefore	
  need	
  to	
  gain	
  social	
  recognition	
  and	
  impact	
  the	
  national	
  

conversation	
  regarding	
  local	
  and	
  sustainable	
  food	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  achieve	
  their	
  goals.	
  The	
  New	
  

Farmer	
  Movement	
  should	
  use	
  the	
  existing	
  environmental	
  movement	
  to	
  bolster	
  their	
  goals	
  

for	
  a	
  restructuring	
  of	
  the	
  food	
  system	
  towards	
  widespread	
  sustainable	
  agriculture	
  and	
  

against	
  the	
  industrialized	
  food	
  economy.	
  	
  For	
  example,	
  new	
  farmers	
  and	
  supporters	
  of	
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Appendix	
  A:	
  Interview	
  Questions	
  	
  

-­‐	
  Tell	
  us	
  about	
  your	
  farm	
  

-­‐	
  Do	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  family	
  history	
  of	
  farming?	
  	
  

-­‐	
  Do	
  you	
  have	
  an	
  education	
  in	
  farming?	
  What	
  is	
  your	
  highest	
  degree	
  of	
  education,	
  and	
  what	
  

field	
  did	
  you	
  study?	
  	
  

-­‐	
  Through	
  what	
  channels	
  are	
  you	
  in	
  contact	
  with	
  other	
  local	
  farms?	
  

-­‐	
  	
  	
  What	
  was	
  your	
  motivation	
  to	
  enter	
  into	
  agriculture?	
  

-­‐	
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Appendix	
  B:	
  Survey	
  Questions	
  

1.	
  Please	
  state	
  your	
  highest	
  level	
  of	
  education	
  achieved	
  

A)	
  Middle	
  School	
  

B)	
  High	
  School	
  

C)	
  Some	
  college	
  

D)	
  Associates	
  Degree	
  

E)	
  BA	
  

F)	
  BS	
  

G)	
  Masters	
  

I)	
  Doctorate	
  

J)	
  JD	
  or	
  MD	
  

2.	
  What	
  is	
  your	
  position	
  on	
  your	
  farm?	
  

A)	
  Owner	
  

B)	
  Manager	
  

!

	
  

	
  

G)	
  Mastchi� er,	
  pgnd d gnw“ Mj  g od especifm enmw duwnluHm wmVnww 6' -­‐M mmg gygu mlug M'
vMMm d MJ 3 eA)a gM D " gnmw g g gnmw dgl fVdngw 6' -­‐M Hg g  HgmHln Hg
vMMm d MJ 3 eA)a gnm e	
  a ognm eOa o3m eWa ognw eha gnm eaa oAg g	
  a ognm eDa gnm eua ognm era gnw eya gnnm epa ogm eua ognd e	
  a og Mj
7M D d e	
  a “ nm eya ggnd eea d e	
  a “ gnmeya gnd gesa gm eua ognd e	
  a og Mj
7M D m eua ogn“ Mj 7M g  Mj
7M D m era  ognm era gnm eya gnw em?a m eua ognm ena ogngnw e	
  a onmwya gnm eua ognnw em?nm eaa oggnd eea gnd eea nm eya ggnm era “d e	
  a og Mj
7M D nm eea “g g g w ognm era g% nmw dugnw e	
  a nm eya gnm eya gd eoa gn" gnmw g m eua ogn“ Mj 7M 
 eedSa oggnd eea m eua ognm ena ogngnw e	
  a o Mj esa gnf e	
  a ogm eua ogn“ M eoaea f eia gnmf eia gnmgnd eea m enmw duwnluHm wmVnww 6' -­‐M wgdnwgmfgmHln H' vMMm d MJ e	
  a M% 7M D " gnmw g g gnmw dgl wmVnww 6'
-­‐M ogngggw Mmf	
  a o Hg g w 6'
-­‐M  6'
-­‐M Hgmw dnMJ e	
  a Mgnw eia gnm eda gn% nmw dugnm e	
  a ognmnmw dHVnfwVV fVdngw 6' -­‐M HHg  g Hgmf	
  a o HMMm d MJ 3 eA)a gnm  " gnmw g g gngw dHVnfwVV fVdngw 6' -­‐M H M6mgmnfM' vMMm d MJ
3 e2a gnf e.a ognd e	
   d erMj esa
gnf esa gnf
eoa gnnm Asa g“ Mj 7M g g g	
  a oggnd eoa gng g	
  a og'mwyord

	
  




