CHARLEBEARC@vessengerChorusvasbornandraisedin Melrose,
MA. He graduatedfrom the University of Massachusettan 1962. He
servedin the USNavyfrom 1962—1966 A NavalFlightOfficer,he flew as
a Cd30Enavigatorand wasinvolvedin transport operationsaroundthe
world. In1965Charlegook partin the airlift operationinto the Dominican
Republic;in 1966, transport support operationsin Vietnam.Discharged
that year, he remainedin the active Naval Reserveuntil 1968. After
workingin televisionproductionfor severalyearshe movedto New York
City and practicedsocialwork at The Societyfor Seaman’<hildren.He
graduatedwith a MSWfrom FordhamUniversitySchoobf SocialServices
in 1971. He was a psychotherapistat the Wing Memorial Hospital in
Palmer, MA, from 1972-1981.In 1981 he became Coordinatorof AlcoholismServicesat the Warrenr
WashingtonMHCin GlensFalls NY.Herehe becameinvolvedwith combatveteranswho servedfrom WWII
to the presentday Irag/AfghanistanVars,and he continuedthis work into private practiceuntil retirement
at the end of 2013.With RobinTemplehe is co founder of Veterans'Voices.He hasbeenmarriedto Sue
Elliotfor 32 years,with whomhe hasthree adult children,two grandchildrenandone grandchildon the way
in May of 2016.

PAULPINESDirector) grew up in Brooklyn around the corner from
Ebbet’sFieldand passedhe early60son the LowerEastSideof New Y ork.
He shipped out as a Merchant Seaman,spending September1965
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RYANSMITHSOIhjax)servedin Iraqwith the 463rdEngineeiBattalion
from 2004—-2005w~here he conductedroad repair, basefortifications, and
various earth moving operations. Upon returning home, he enrolled at
Hudson Valley Community Collegewhere he began writing about his
combatexperiencesculminatingin his 2009 memoir, Ghostsof War: The
TrueStoryof a 19 iYearOld Gl (HarperCollins)He is an alumnusof Empire
State College,where he performed in the play War Storiesin 2012. He
recentlyreceivedhis Master’sin Englisifrom the Universityat Albany.His
thesis, TenKlicksSouthof Whiskeyis a playabouta cavalryunit in Iragand
their entranceinto the world of mythology through an
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DANWILCOXChorusyvasdraftedinto the Armyin 1969,but wasin the
luckyhalf of histraining classand servedat Ft. Knox,KY Heis the host of
the Third ThursdayPoetryNightat the SocialJusticeCenterin Albany,NY,
andisamemberof the poetry performancegroup,3 Guysfrom Albany.As
a photographer he claimsto havethe world’s largestcollectionof photos
of unknown poets. Dan hasbeen a featured reader at all the important
poetryvenuesn the CapitaDistrictandthroughoutthe Hudsonvalley,and
he isanactivememberof Veteransfor Peace.

A stagedreadingof SophoclesAjax

Discussiormndreceptionto follow

ThursdayNovemberl2,2015 - 7:00p.m.
SkidmoreCollege

GannettAuditorium -PalamountairHall
SaratogaSpringsNY 12866

Veterans’'Voicesis a local group of armedforcesvets interestedin how ancientliterature elucidatesthe
trauma of warfare. On Novemberl2, the group will perform excerptsfrom Sophoclesguintessentialwar
tragedy,Ajax

Theplaytells the story of the dishonoredsoldier,Ajax,cheatedof hisduein the TrojanWar and humiliated
before hiswife andfellow soldiers Hissuicideremainsone of the mostshockingactseverdramatizedon the
Greekstage,and one that resonateswith an equallyshockingstatistic: eachday,on average 22 American
veteranschooseto endtheir lives.

Themembersof Veterans’Voiceshopeto engagethe audiencein a broad conversationabout the human
costof war from antiquity to modernity,and to raiseawarenessf the challengesur veteransfacewhen
they return homefrom war—aswell asthe challengegsacedby their families,caregiversandcommunities.
Thisextraordinaryeventis free andopen of o 00
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