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Skidmore College Classics Department Courses 
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LATIN LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
 

CL 110: Elementary Latin. 4 credits 
Latin, the root of the Romance languages of French, Spanish, and Italian, and the language of 
the sciences and medicine, lies at the heart of Western civilization. The study of Latin and Roman 
culture leads to a greater understanding of our own literature and civilization, improves writing 
and reading skills, and helps to develop precise thinking. Students in this course acquire the 
basics of Latin grammar and vocabulary while reading selected prose passages and poems by 
Cicero, Catullus, Vergil, Martial, and Caesar.  

CL 210: Intermediate Latin. 4 credits 
In the continuation of CL110, students focus on the acquisition of Latin vocabulary and grammar, 
and the development of their skills as readers of Roman prose and poetry. Students read 
passages drawn from, among others, the poetry of Catullus and Ovid and the prose of Petronius 
and Caesar. L'*'*A-#$#%*: CL110 or permission of the instructor.  

CL 310: Seminar in Latin Poetry. 4 credits 
Advanced reading and critical examination in Latin of the works of Roman playwrights or poets 
from the Republic and Empire.  Recent  courses  have  focused  on  “Ovid’s  Theater  of  Epic,”  “The  
Plays  of  Plautus,”  and  “Horace’s  Odes”  and  “Love,  Death,  and  Springtime.”  L'*'*A-#$#%*: CL210 
or permission of the instructor. This course may b
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CG 310: Seminar in Greek Poetry. 4 credits 
Advanced reading and critical examination in Greek of the works of Greek playwrights or poets 







7 
 

One recent example of CC265 / HI217: 

HI 217: Alexander the Great. 3 credits 
Alexander the Great, the so-called  "world's  first  rock  star”  and  “fantastic  freak  of  nature,"  is  
the focus of this History and Classics course. Who was this king of Macedon, champion of the 
Greeks and conqueror of the east? He has come to symbolize worldly glory and conquest, and 
modern critics have viewed him either as a dashing adventurer, a ruthless tyrant, or a 
superhuman living god with feet of clay and a drinking problem. Why does this fascinating 
figure continue to captivate us (as in the films ;/*0(28*' with Colin Farrell and Angelina Jolie, 
and  John  Huston’s  57*!P(2!Q7&!Q&-/8!R*!S#21, and in music by the likes of Iron Maiden)? 
We  will  trace  Alexander’s  life  from  his  education  at  the  feet  of  Aristotle,  to  his  defeat  of  the  
Greeks at the age of 18, to his conquest of Asia and his untimely death at 32, and along the 
way encounter cultures stretching from southern Europe to the Himalayas. Fulfills Social 
Sciences requirement. Counts toward the History major. 

 

CC 365: Advanced Topics in Classical Civilization. 4 credits 
Selected aspects of Classical antiquity that embrace both the Greek and Roman worlds. Topics 
vary from year to year based upon the instructor's specialization and interests. Building upon the 
skills acquired in 200-level courses, students analyze primary and secondary evidence and 
conduct independent research in major writing projects. Courses may include such topics as 
women in antiquity, sex in the ancient world, Classical poetics, and ancient historiography. The 
course in a different subject area may be repeated for credit.  Recent seminar topics have included 
“Women in Antiquity,”  “Classics  on  Film,”  “Bronze  Age  Art  and  Archaeology,”  “Greek  Sanctuaries,”  
“Murdering  Mothers,”  “Roman  Art  in  the  Private  Sphere,”  and  “Singer,  Song,  &  Society.”  
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CC 365: Sacred Places / Ritual Spaces. 4 credits 
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CC 390: Thesis. 3 credits 
The senior student undertakes a substantial advanced research project in any aspect of Classics 
which results in a written thesis of approximately fifty pages. Supervised by a member of the 
Classics faculty. L'*'*A-#$#%*: Approval of the chair. 

CC 399: Professional Internship in Classics. 3 or 6 credits 
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Classics  Major’s  Checklist:  31 credits, including a minimum of: 

 
INTERMEDIATE LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY IN GREEK OR LATIN  

 CG 110: Elementary Greek (4 cr.) (28  CG 210: Intermediate Greek (4 cr.) 
&'!  CL 110: Elementary Latin (4 cr.) (28  CL 210: Intermediate Latin (4 cr.)!

 
ADVANCED GREEK OR LATIN (EACH SEMINAR MAY BE TAKEN MORE THAN ONCE) 

 CG 310: Greek Poetry Seminar (4 cr.) (28  CG 311: Greek Prose Seminar (4 cr.) 
&'!  CL 310: Latin Poetry Seminar (4 cr.) 
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Semester Study Abroad 
 

 

Classics students have a broad selection of opportunities for study overseas, both during the 
semester and in the summer. Semester programs approved by the department in Greece, Italy, and 
England all offer courses in Classics. Archaeological sites throughout Europe and the Middle East 
welcome   applications   from   undergraduates   for   summer   excavation.  The   department’s   web pages 
contain links to some of the finest opportunities for Classics students abroad. All students interested 
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Summer Study Abroad and in the US 
 

Archaeological Excavations 

 
Greece: Kenchreai 

 
The department has participated in the Kenchreai Cemetery Project, an interdisciplinary 
excavation directed by Prof. Joseph Rife (Vanderbilt University) at a Roman cemetery near the 
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CC 390: Senior Thesis in Classics 

 
The senior thesis in Classics (CC390) represents a unique opportunity for majors to explore their 
interests within Classics at length, as well as to forge links between those interests and other 
disciplines. The option of the thesis is open to all Classics majors in their senior year, with 
departmental approval. The department maintains a limit of two senior theses annually. 
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Developing and Completing the Thesis 

 
In the spring semester, the student will make the transition from conducting research to 
producing the thesis. As in the fall, the student should meet with his or her thesis supervisor on 
a regular  basis.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  thesis  supervisor  to  assess  the  student’s  progress  
throughout the spring semester. At the beginning of the semester, the student and the supervisor 
should work out a timetable for completing the thesis. 

The timetable should be tailored to the nature of the project: for research papers, the due dates 
of outlines, rough drafts, and the like should be determined; the appropriate markers of progress 
for theses with a performance or an exhibition should be likewise established. Whatever the case, 
the deadline for submitting the completed thesis must be no later than the last day of classes to 
ensure sufficient time for evaluation by the Classics Department faculty 

The student will present the thesis at a departmental symposium during Senior Week. Thesis 
students are also encouraged to present their results at the annual college–wide Academic 
Festival. 

Proposal of a Thesis 

 
Two copies of the Proposal of a Thesis Form should be completed. Deliver one copy to the chair 
of the department and one with the thesis supervisor. The Proposal of a Thesis Form can be 
accessed at  the  Department’s  website. 

 


