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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Anthropological examination of population movements around the globe, including voluntary and forced 
migration, displacement, diaspora, and refugee flows. Students will analyze the underlying political, economic, 
and social dynamics of both internal and international migrations, examine the personal and cultural 
experience of movement in relation to power and violence, and assess international policies and efforts to 
address mobility. Students will also consider connections between conflict and humanitarianism, urban 
displacement, the effects of climate change, the formation of refugee identities, and the social and economic 
relations of diasporas with their home communities. 
Prerequisite: AN-101 or IA-101 or SO-101  
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

• Develop a working knowledge of core anthropological concepts and major debates in the study of 

ographic style; and relate course materials to your educational goals. 
 
REQUIRED BOOKS 

• Besteman, Catherine. 2016. Making Refuge: Somali Bantu Refugees and Lewiston, Maine. Durham: Duke 
University Press.  

• De Leon, Jason. 2015. The Land of Open Graves: Living and Dying on the Migrant Trail. Berkeley: 
University of California Press. 

• Ong, Aihwa. 2003. Buddha is Hiding: Refugees, Citizenship, the New America. Berkeley: University of 
California Press. 

• Additional readings posted on Blackboard (labeled “BB” within syllabus) 
 
CLASSROOM POLICIES & EXPECTATIONS 
Attendance: Students are expected to attend every class session and to show up prepared to engage in an 
active discussion. However, there are times when life gets in our way: we might get sick, need a mental health 
day, have a job interview, etc. Therefore, I will allow two absences during the semester free of penalty. But 
use it wisely. Starting on the third absence I will deduct three points per absence from your final overall grade. 
Exceptions to this rule are college athletic competitions, religious holidays (with advance notice), or 
emergencies (e.g. hospitalization, family emergencies).  
















